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The Canadian Association of  
Farm Advisors (CAFA) Inc.
The Canadian Association of Farm Advisors 
(CAFA) Inc. is a national, not-for-profit organization 
dedicated to assisting farm families and 
businesses by increasing the skills and knowledge 
of farm advisors.

CAFA is an inclusive organization for all qualified 
farm advisors and consultants. Certified Ag Farm 
Advisors have professional credentials and on-

going industry education. As members of  
Canada’s only national association of Certified Ag 
Farm Advisors, they also attend local meetings  
and regional conferences to stay CURRENT 
with the farm sector and stay CONNECTED to a 
network of farm professionals for the benefit of 
their farm clients.

Get in Touch
For more information about CAFA, please visit their website at www.cafanet.com or contact Liz 
Robertson, Executive Director at info@cafanet.com or call 204-348-3578.

Stay Connected
Connect with us on any of these social networks.

www.cafanet.ca

Improving the level of farm advice
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Agenda  Focus on Farm Women - Ontario

Qualifies for 7 Certified Agricultural Farm Advisors CPD credits

Master of Ceremonies

Lisa Courtney-Lloyd, CAFA, VP Marketing, Bonnefield
Lisa is vice president of marketing for Bonnefield, a Canadian farmland investment and property management firm. 
Through its farmland lease financing program the company helps producers to plan for succession, expand their 
land base, finance retirement and improve cash flow and their balance sheets.In her role at Bonnefield Lisa sets 
the marketing strategy and develops marketing and communication programs to support the company’s business 
objectives.

9:00 - 9:15 Opening Remarks

Tonya King, CAFA
Tonya King is a law clerk with a background in corporate law.  She works at SMM Law as the 
firm’s Office Administrator and Manager. As Office Manager, Tonya interacts closely with SMM 
Law clients and with knowledge gained through CAFA continues to gain a better understanding 
and appreciation for those same clients’ needs Tonya proudly represents SMM Law in the 
community and currently sits as Chair of Board of Directors for Northumberland Central 
Chamber of Commerce.  In April 2016, Northumberland Central Chamber of Commerce gained 
approval of their Policy Resolution in continued support for agribusiness by increasing access to 
the Risk Management Program (RMP). Tonya lives in the Town of Cobourg with her husband, a 
(former) farmer from Ancaster, and their family.

9:15 - 9:40 Tax Considerations for Farmers
• Pros and cons of ownership structures
• Cash versus accrual accounting
• Farm property transfers
• Succession planning 

Anne Van Delst, CPA, CA, LPA, CAFA 
Anne Van Delst grew up on a dairy farm just outside of Ottawa and she understands the farming 
industry, both as an advisor and as a farmer. Today as a CPA, CA she provides assurance, tax, 
and business consulting services to business owners in the agriculture, construction, and real 
estate industries, just to name a few. She was named Partner at GGFL Chartered Professional 
Accountants in 2013.

9:40 - 9:45 Question & Answer

Focus on Farm Women
BRINGING IT ALL TOGETHER
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9:45 - 10:10 Steering Clear of the Boglands:  
The Uses & Misuses of Powers of Attorney
• Why and when people create Property (financial) Powers.
• Why and when people create Personal Care Powers.
• The challenges of choosing who to trust.

Sarah Jacob, B.A., LL.B., CAFA, SMM Law  
Professional Corporation
Sarah has worked for over 30 years as a lawyer in Ontario, in Thunder Bay and Toronto, 
and since 2001 in Northumberland County. Sarah specializes in business and real 
estate transactions and estate planning, and works with farm families located throughout 
Northumberland County.

10:10 - 10:15 Question & Answer

10:15 - 10:40 Demystifying Financial Literacy
• What does financial literacy mean
• How to up your financial literacy
• Demystification
• Moving forward

Nancy Ackert, CAFA
Nancy is a life insurance & financial advisor working with farm families and having conversations 
about values and beliefs. She believes in aligning your goals with assets to design a unique 
plan that works for her clients. Nancy Ackert has both an agricultural and business background. 
She was born in and still resides and works in the Kincardine area.  Nancy raised her two boys 
close to the family farm. Nancy is proud grandma of two grandsons.

10:40 - 10:45 Question & Answer

10:45 - 11:15 Break

11:15-11:40 Making Sense of Legalese for Farmers and Farm Advisors
• Review of common legal terms used in Real Estate 
• Review of common legal terms used in Business contracts
• Review of common legal terms used in Wills/Estates
• Review of other legal terms that farmers/farm advisors may come across.

Michelle Hol, LL.B., CAFA, The Ross Firm
Michelle Hol grew up on a family farm just outside of Clinton, Ontario, which taught her many 
important lessons: the value of hard work, the importance of seeing the big picture while 
paying attention to detail, and working until the job is done. Upon graduating law school, 
Michelle obtained a position at a large Hamilton law firm where she gained considerable 
experience in corporate-commercial law, including purchase and sale of businesses, corporate 
reorganizations, corporate financing, real estate and wills and estates. While Michelle enjoyed 
the people and the work in Hamilton, she determined it was time to return to her roots and 
moved back to Huron County. Michelle joined the Ross Firm upon her return as an associate 
lawyer, practicing in real estate, Wills/Estates, and corporate commercial law with a special 
emphasis on advising farmers and agri-businesses. Soon after moving back to Huron County, 
Michelle met Marius Hol and they were married in December 2016. Michelle and Marius live just 
outside of Goderich, Ontario where they farm with Marius’ family.
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11:40 - 11:45 Question & Answer

11:45 - 12:10 Insurance as an Estate Planning Tool
The “Everchanging Need” for Life Insurance in Farm Business Planning and Farm Continuation Planning
• Debt Coverage
• Key Person coverage
• Estate Equalization and Estate Planning
• Business continuation/succession
• Family reasons “He did not believe in it when he could get it!!”

Liz Wagner, CAFA
Liz and her husband Dennis have been farming in the Monkton, Ontario area since 1974. Liz 
was active in the Ontario Farm Women’s network in the late 1980’s and into the 90’s and held 
the position of treasurer for a number of years, helping the organization get funding through 
various proposals to corporate and government sources. She co-founded the organization 
called “Women and Rural Economic Development” in 1992 and worked as the Administrator 
there for over 5 years. She worked with rural women looking to start businesses and expand 
their business knowledge. Liz farmed full time for a lot of years before a physical injury sent 
her off farm to seek a second career. She went back to school 20 years ago and started her 
Financial Planner career working with mostly farm families.

12:10 - 12:15 Question & Answer

12:15 - 1:15 Lunch

1:15 - 1:40 Making the Most of Your Banking Relationship
• What info should you be providing to your banker
• What does the bank do with the info you give them
• Making your banker part of your advisory team

Lorna McKercher, RBC Royal Bank
As Vice President Agriculture, Lorna McKercher leads a team of Agricultural Account Managers 
spanning from Hanover to Chatham. Lorna has worked in business finance for over 19 years 
with a focus on Agriculture and Agri-business.  Her experience also encompassed a broad 
range of Commercial lending, including, industrial products and lumber. Prior to that, Lorna 
led a team of financing specialists supporting large Commercial and Agricutural transactions, 
throughout South Western Ontario. Lorna is actively involved in her local community, and 
resides on a farm outside Seaforth, with her husband John, and two children, Caitlin and Finlay.

1:40 - 1:45 Question & Answer

Focus on Farm Women
BRINGING IT ALL TOGETHER
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1:45 - 2:10 Farm For Sale
• In The Beginning
• 21st Century Options
• Wonder Women Everywhere
• Realtor? Really!

JoAnne Baines
JoAnne is a native Londoner and has been in the real estate business since 1994. During that 
time she devoted 10 years developing LandMarketer, an agricultural website and real estate 
publication, which has given her an edge when it comes to marketing and technology. Her 
philosophy is simple, know your clients needs and objectives, know the product and know the 
marketplace. The blend of these components along with a “hands-on” personalized approach 
and professionalism is what she strives for with every client. JoAnne has a real familiarity with 
the agricultural climate in Southwestern Ontario and agricultural properties is her forte.

2:10 - 2:15 Question & Answer
2:15 - 2:25 Break
2:25 - 2:40 The Influences of Rural Discourse

• Acknowledging the importance of female participation in determining the success of family business.
• Considering unquestioned traditional obligations in family business.
• The debilitating powers of unconscious bias.
• History matters. By understanding the past we better equipped for the future.

Diane McKenzie, B.A., CAFA
Diane is currently a Graduate Student at the University of Lethbridge. Her studies on Rural 
Women include examining conditions that can bar women and girls from full participation in 
rural family business. Diane is particularly interested in the historical development of the social 
frameworks that impede women’s and girl’s full participation in family business succession 
planning. She proposes that by examining the history of rural family business, the changes, 
developments, and similarities in experiences regarding property holding, business choices and 
decision making process is key to understanding successful family farm succession planning. 
Diane has three grown sons and actively ranches with her family in Southern Alberta.

2:40 - 2:45 Question & Answer
2:45 - 3:00 Break
3:00 - 3:25 Advance Care Planning

Advance Care Planning - What You Need to Know about Health Care Decision Making in Ontario
• If you were in the hospital, too ill or hurt to speak for yourself, do you know who would make your health care 

decisions for you?
• What if you don’t have a Power of Attorney for Personal Care?
• Are you making health care decisions for aging parents, an ill spouse or family member?

Sheli O’Connor, MSW, RSW
Sheli holds a Master’s Degree in Social Work and has 30 years of experience developing 
programs and services for older adults and more recently implementing a public health 
approach to embedding Advance Care Planning in Waterloo Wellington.  Sheli has worked with 
community partners across Ontario to develop programs and services for seniors and played a 
key in the development of the Wellington Seniors At Risk Program  and  the Vulnerable Seniors 
portfolio of Specialized Geriatric Services . Sheli brings a passion for community development 
and a comprehensive knowledge of the system of health and community care for older adults.
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3:25 - 3:30 Question & Answer

3:30 - 3:55 Mental Wellness on the Farm
• Canadian farmers experience high levels of stress, depression, anxiety, and burnout, and low levels of 

resilience
• Farmers experience a wide range of occupational stresses, most of which are outside of their control
• There is a need for mental health literacy training and mental health support in Canadian agriculture
• We are currently working on developing these resources, specifically tailored for Canadian agriculture

Andria Jones Bitton, DVM, PH.D., Ontario Veterinary College
Dr. Andria Jones-Bitton is a veterinarian and Associate Professor of Epidemiology in the 
Department of Population Medicine at the Ontario Veterinary College, University of Guelph. Her 
research centres on the epidemiology of mental health and resilience in the agricultural and 
veterinary sectors.  She uses a mixed research methods approach (quantitative and qualitative) 
to achieve her research objectives.  Andria loves Canadian agriculture, and is proud to work 
with Canadian farmers.

3:55 - 4:00 Question & Answer

4:00 Adjourn

Sponsors

Focus on Farm Women
BRINGING IT ALL TOGETHER

Focus on Farm Women Sponsors

National Sponsor Provincial Sponsor
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CAFA Membership
Join us to stay current, connected, certified. Membership in CAFA provides:

• Direct connection to the professionals with the same interest and passion as you have --farms!
• A vast wealth of information relating to agriculture – producer level, value-added level, consultant level, and 

governmental level.
• Peers who provide specialty advice on various topics relating to agriculture.

We offer members:

• Education = CURRENT 
Access to educational upgrading and information about a complex industry  
through newsletters, chapter meetings, conferences and online resources.

• Networking= CONNECTED 
Attend monthly meetings and other conferences where speakers address topics of  
common interest and advisors interact with other professionals and farmers.

• Professionalism = CERTIFICATION 
Held to a higher standard, certification.

Why Get Certified?
• Establishes your professional credibility at a national level with clients based on the unique combination of skills, 

knowledge and experience you have acquired.
• Formally recognizes the specific farm expertise you have gained in your practice.
• Verifies the skills and knowledge you need to provide farm advice.
• Access to a growing network of farm professionals. Certified members gain opportunities to connect with others in 

their field through invitations to local chapter meetings and provincial conferences.

Membership Rates 
Regular Member:  
$385 + GST/HST
Associate Member (Government, 
Non-Profit, Farmers):  
$130 + GST/HST
Student Member:  
$100 + GST/HST

CAFA's Farm Update Series is designed to provide the foremost 
farm-focused information available.

Email: info@cafanet.com   |   Toll Free: 1-877-474-2871   |   Phone: 1-204-348-3578
PO Box 270, Seven Sisters Falls, Manitoba R0E 1Y0

www.cafanet.ca


